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Front Cover: A field of flowers 
grows on a possible site of a mass 
grave in Vlasic, Bosnia. The village 
was ‘cleansed’ in 1992, when 18 male 
members of the community were 
murdered on their doorsteps by 
Serbs from the neighbouring village. 
The survivors moved to Srebrenica, 
where they were caught up in the 
massacre of 1995. Some 20,000 
people are still missing after the 
conflict. ©Paul Lowe/Panos Pictures

Inside Covers: A demonstration 
in May 2012 by Russian organisation 
Coming Out, calling for greater 
recognition of LGBTI rights. Russia 
is becoming increasingly repressive 
in its attitude towards LGBTI 
people, with several cities passing 
laws banning the ‘promotion’ or 
‘propaganda’ of homosexuality.  
©LGBT Organisation Coming Out
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a child, and many other books like them. I knew a little 
of what it was like to be a victim of discrimination, of 
racism, of anti-semitism, and I learnt something about 
excessive and brutal state power, and a little of the 
language of human rights.

Human rights transcends left and right. Peace, liberalism, 
and the rule of law potentially lead to investment and 
development, and the political space to combat corruption, 
poverty and discrimination. In that sense, human rights 
are the key to larger development goals, but they are, 
more importantly, also the most effective narrative and 
legal framework we have for circumscribing the power of 
the state, and for holding the state accountable to its legal 
obligations. It reminds us, also, that people must never be 
sacrificed for movements, or for ideals.

Sigrid Rausing  
December 2012

People often ask me why I support human rights. There  
are so many causes out there: why focus on one which 
seems to have little relevance to life in Britain today?   
The answer is that I became interested in human rights 
as a child, before I even knew what it was. I grew up with 
stories about the Holocaust, and about totalitarianism. 
There were many refugees in Sweden, some of them 
the parents of friends. My friend Ylva told me about her 
mother’s nightmares – in her dreams she returned to 
the concentration camps, and woke up screaming, night 
after night. My father’s old friend Lottie Salz visited 
from California one summer. My father suggested a 
boat ride, but she couldn’t do it – the Nazi guards at 
her concentration camp had beaten her so badly that 
her back never recovered. I remember reading about the 
Chilean refugees in Sweden, and the torture some of 
them had endured. 

I read Animal Farm when I was too young to understand 
it as a political allegory, and my father explained its 
meaning. He told me about the political repression in  
the Soviet Union, the Gulag, and the mental hospitals.  
I remember my mother telling the story of hearing the 
last international radio transmission from Budapest 
before the Hungarian uprising was suppressed. They 
called for help, she said. Then the radio went silent. 

I read Katarina Taikon’s children’s books about a Swedish 
Roma girl, I read Anne Frank’s diary, and Esther Hautzig’s 
The Endless Steppe, about being deported to Siberia as 

WHY HUMAN RIGHTS?
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SUppoRTING HUMAN  

RIGHTS GLoBALLY

THe SIGRId 

RAUSING TRUST

The Sigrid Rausing Trust is  
a grantmaking foundation, 
founded in 1995 to support  
human rights globally. Since 
then, the Trust has given away 
approximately £191.9 million  
to human rights organisations  
all over the world.

Our guiding principles are:

•  We recognise the value of core funding.

•  We look for good and effective leadership.

•  We are flexible and responsive to needs and opportunities.

•  We value clarity and brevity in applications and reports.

•  We look to establish long-term relationships with grantees.

The Trust runs nine programmes:

• Advocacy, Research and Litigation

• Detention, Torture and the Death Penalty

• Human Rights Defenders

• Free Expression

• Transitional Justice

• Women’s Rights

• LGBTI Rights

• Xenophobia and Intolerance

• Transparency and Accountability

Around the world, millions of people are engaged in the struggle  
to advance human rights. Lawyers, doctors, journalists, and artists –  
countless individuals and organisations are united in their commitment 
to the shared values that are set out in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

SRT was established in 1995 to advance human rights by providing 
core support to organisations in this field. Since then, the human rights 
movement has grown in size and professionalism. Human rights NGOs 
in North America and Western Europe are now complemented by a 
growing number of organisations in the Former Soviet Union, Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, building local and national support for the 
principle of universal human rights.

Human rights activists, however, continue to face difficulties. In many 
countries they run the risk of being harassed, detained, tortured,  
or even killed. Every act of violence against a human rights defender 
sends a chilling message to others, who may be deterred from taking 
action. Some governments have wilfully undermined the human rights 
movement by failing to prevent or investigate intimidation. Other 
governments, and their associates, may be directly complicit in the 
murder of human rights defenders. 

At SRT, we work with groups that are striving to abolish the most 
fundamental human rights violations through our detention, Torture 
and the death penalty programme. We help to protect human rights 
advocates through our Human Rights defenders programme. We 
support initiatives to facilitate the recovery of societies after widespread 
human rights violations through our Transitional Justice programme. 
And we invest in the building blocks of the human rights movement 
through our Advocacy, Research and Litigation programme.

“ Every act of violence against  
a human rights defender sends  
a chilling message to others,  
who may be deterred from  
taking action”.

SIGRI D RAUSING TRUST
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“ The human rights movement 
is affected by the economic 
forces which are reshaping  
the world”.

“We look for leaders who take 
clear and principled decisions, 
empower and inspire their teams, 
and are measured and articulate 
spokespeople for their causes”.

Whilst the digital revolution has opened new ways for human rights 
groups to communicate and organise, it has also provided repressive 
regimes with powerful tools for surveillance and censorship. The 
internet is now the scene for fierce cat and mouse battles between 
activists and censors. Corporations which facilitate the online exchange 
of information and ideas have in some cases failed to protect the rights 
of their users. Through our Free expression programme, we support 
groups that are protecting people’s right to share information and ideas, 
online as well as off. 

In our Transparency and Accountability programme we support 
organisations working to address human rights violations perpetrated by 
corporations, international financial institutions, governments and local 
authorities in the pursuit of development. We support efforts to combat 
corruption, and to develop and strengthen social and environmental 
standards and legal strategies to hold corporations, financial institutions 
and state actors accountable to the communities in which they invest.

New wealth in the Global South is leading to new philanthropy, 
which – in some cases – may help to support human rights groups 
in developing economies. At the same time, powerful authoritarian 
governments are calling at the United Nations for a return from 
‘universal rights’ to ‘traditional values’ – values that would give little 
hope in many societies for women or members of minority groups, or 
for those who stand up for the rights of others. We support women and 
girls through our Women’s Rights programme; refugees and ethnic 
minorities through our Xenophobia and Intolerance programme; 
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex people through 
our LGBTI Rights programme.

Occasionally, an opportunity arises to accelerate our funding in a 
particular sector or region. Such a once-in-a-generation moment came 
in the Middle East and North Africa in the wake of the uprisings of 2011.  

In response to the Arab Spring we launched our MENA fund to support 
the movement towards human rights, democracy and the rule of law in 
the region. This initiative has enabled the Trust to boost the capacity of 
some of the most dynamic and effective organisations in the region.

We support two other regional programmes, one in Turkey, and the 
other in Mexico, building the capacity of civil society to encourage the 
principles of human rights and equality in those countries.

Our aim, where possible, is to establish long-term relationships with our 
grantees. Most of our grants are unrestricted, and long-term. We hope to 
give our grantees the stability to develop their activities, to build up other 
funding streams, and to work more effectively with other groups in their 
region or sector. We know how hard it is for organisations to raise money 
for core costs, so, when we can, we prefer our funding to be unrestricted. 

We know that the best human rights organisations are those which 
combine clarity of thinking with energy and imagination. We look for 
leaders who take clear and principled decisions, empower and inspire 
their teams, and are measured and articulate spokespeople for their 
causes.

The Trust is a registered English charity, and its activities are governed 
by English charity law. We do not support organisations which espouse 
partisan politics or support political parties. Since all political parties  
or movements, and all governments, have the potential to abuse human 
rights, we ask that our grantees’ commitment to human rights transcend 
political loyalties. All forms of violence must be rejected.

On the following pages, we give brief descriptions of our programmes, 
with some examples of our grantees’ impact.
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AdvocAcY, ReSeARcH 

ANd LITIGATIoN

B’Tselem (a Hebrew synonym for human dignity), an Israeli human 
rights group, was founded in 1989 to monitor and document human 
rights abuses in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. B’Tselem conducts 
research and advocacy on a wide variety of issues, including Israeli 
restrictions on Palestinian movement; the Israeli military justice system; 
human rights violations in Hebron; the interrogation methods of the 
Israel Security Agency; and lethal force and military accountability.  
In the year to August 2012, B’Tselem collected 1,012 testimonies of 
abuse in the West Bank and Gaza and filed 90 requests for investigations 
with Israeli law enforcement authorities. To B’Tselem’s knowledge,  
47 investigations were opened as a result.

conectas is one of the leading human rights organisations in Brazil. 
It works to promote vulnerable groups’ access to justice, to strengthen 
the human rights infrastructure in the Global South and to empower 
civil society to use regional and international human rights mechanisms 
to achieve practical improvements on the ground. Its work on treatment 
in Brazilian detention centres has resulted in the closure of some of the 
worst prisons in Brazil and an overall reduction in the rate of torture.  
This year, Conectas has generated significant international media 
attention to detention conditions across Latin America, keeping up  
the pressure for these reforms.

The european center for constitutional and Human Rights 
(ECCHR) was founded in Germany in 2007 to build a network  
of European litigators with experience in European human rights law  
and institutions. ECCHR focuses on cases where litigation has the 
greatest likelihood of setting precedents that will advance human rights 
across the world. In September 2012, ECCHR secured a landmark 
judgement in the case of El Haski v Belgium at the European Court  
of Human Rights, that the right to a fair trial is violated when there  
is a ‘real risk’ that information might have been obtained under torture. 
This stops European states from relying on – and thereby endorsing –  
the use of torture in other countries.

This programme funds grantees 
who research and document 
human rights abuses, campaign for 
human rights, and bring test cases 
in order to strengthen the global 
human rights infrastructure.

Left: Salaam Kanaan is a video 
volunteer who films her daily life in 
the West Bank with a camera she was 
given by Israeli human rights group 
B’Tselem. In 2007, during his arrest 
at a demonstration, an unarmed 
Palestinian was shot, allegedly by the 
IDF (Israeli Defence Force). Salaam 
captured the incident with her 
camera and the footage was used in 
a court case against the Israeli army. 
©Tom Pilston/Panos Pictures
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deTeNTIoN, ToRTURe  

ANd THe deATH peNALTY

The African centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture 
victims (ACTV) is a Ugandan NGO which provides medical and 
psychological treatment and rehabilitation services to torture survivors  
in detention centres and refugee settlements across the country. In the year 
to August 2012, ACTV provided treatment to more than 1,500 torture 
survivors, including Ugandans and refugees from neighbouring countries. 
In July 2012, the Prohibition and Prevention of Torture Act entered into 
force in Uganda. The Act introduces a comprehensive legal framework for 
torture prevention and criminalises torture by state bodies and individuals. 
ACTV led the civil society campaign to ensure the Bill’s successful passage 
through Parliament and its ultimate approval by the President. 

The committee against Torture (CAT) is an NGO based in Nizhnii-
Novgorod, Russia, which investigates allegations of torture by state agents 
and provides legal redress and medical rehabilitation to victims of torture. 
CAT publishes reports on the investigation and prosecution of torture in 
Russia, and carries out training for lawyers, prosecutors, prison guards 
and police officers on torture prevention, including teaching lawyers how 
to conduct effective, independent investigations into torture when 
the state refuses to do so. In the year to August 2012, CAT brought 
cases leading to 12 convictions of the use of torture on prisoners in 
detention in Nizhnii-Novgorod, Mari-El and Bashkiria. The policemen 
in question received lengthy custodial sentences.

Reprieve helps British prisoners facing the death penalty abroad, and EU 
nationals on death row in the United States, as well as prisoners denied 
justice in the name of the ‘war on terror’, such as those held without 
charge or trial in Guantanamo Bay and the secret prisons beyond. This 
October, Reprieve secured an important ruling from the UK Supreme 
Court, which declared that the rendition of Bagram prisoner Yunus 
Rahmatullah by UK and US forces to Afghanistan, and his subsequent 
detention, were unlawful and may constitute a war crime. The Court’s 
decision will lead to a full investigation into the alleged war crimes, and 
also provides renewed impetus for Rahmatullah’s long overdue release. 

This programme supports  
grantees working on detention, 
torture, and the death penalty. 
We fund organisations that 
monitor places of detention  
and seek redress and rehabilitation 
for victims of torture. We also 
fund legal actions to strengthen 
the prohibition of torture and 
campaigns aimed at the eventual 
abolition of the death penalty.

Above: Detainees wake up before 
dawn to exercise before morning 
prayers inside Camp Delta at the 
American naval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, where over 600 alleged al 
Qaeda members have been held 
indefinitely. Described by the US 
as ‘unlawful enemy combatants’, 
they were captured primarily in 
Afghanistan during the ‘war on 
terror’. ©Tim Dirven/Panos Pictures
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HUMAN RIGHTS  

deFeNdeRS

Front Line, the International Foundation for the Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders, provides rapid and practical support to human 
rights defenders, and promotes recognition of their work. In the year 
to March 2012, Front Line helped 394 human rights defenders at risk  
in 68 countries. Recent examples of individuals assisted by Front  
Line’s urgent advocacy include an Uzbek human rights defender who 
was granted political refugee status after facing trumped-up charges  
of fraud as a result of his activism, and a Cuban civic campaigner  
who was released after 19 days’ detention in a Havana police station. 

The International campaign for Human Rights In Iran supports 
human rights defenders and activists in Iran who are working within 
the framework of international standards. The Campaign conducts 
advocacy internationally, provides support to exiled Iranian human 
rights defenders, and uses its website, blogs, and other social networking 
tools to disseminate information about the human rights situation 
in Iran. As a result of efforts by the Campaign and others to focus 
attention on the plight of prisoners of conscience in Iran, 60 prisoners 
arrested after the elections protests were released in August 2012.

videre est credere, founded in 2008, empowers oppressed 
communities to document and expose human rights violations. Videre 
distributes video cameras, and provides training in security and filming, 
to local human rights defenders. In many areas Videre is the primary 
source of visual media. They provide footage to mainstream media 
organisations including CNN and the BBC as well as to local media 
outlets. Their footage was broadcast more than 100 times in the past 
year. Witnesses report that, as a result of such exposure, some previously 
violent political figures have decreased attacks since they know that they 
are now being watched, and that others have been brought to trial.

In repressive societies, human 
rights defenders risk harassment, 
detention, torture and sometimes 
their lives. Some of our grantees 
provide security and media training 
to human rights activists at risk. 
Others offer scholarships and 
bursaries in other countries, and 
help with visas and immigration. In 
some cases grantees are able to 
reduce threats against individuals 
by bringing them to the attention 
of the media.

Above: A demonstration in Dublin 
by Frontline Defenders, calling for 
the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
to take action to protect human 
rights defenders at risk. ©Frontline 
Defenders



14

SIGRI D RAUSING TRUST

15

SIGRI D RAUSING TRUST

FRee eXpReSSIoN

Trust grantees english peN and Index on censorship came together 
with a third charity, Sense about Science, to lead the Libel Reform 
Campaign, which achieved a major victory this year when the UK 
Government published a Defamation Bill to protect freedom of expression. 
The Bill built on the work of Lord Lester of Herne Hill, a Friend of 
the Trust, whose Private Members Bill introduced new protections for 
publications that are in the public interest. The Bill also closes the legal 
loophole that allowed foreign claimants to silence their critics through the 
English courts. The Libel Reform Campaign continues to press for legal 
improvements in the area of internet publication.

The Institute for War and peace Reporting (IWPR) is an international 
network, working in more than two dozen areas of crisis and conflict 
around the world. IWPR provides media training, as well as initiatives to 
build the capacity of local media supporting peace-building, development 
and the rule of law. IWPR journalism students at a state high school in the 
remote Chitral region of northern Pakistan wrote an article in the local 
Chitral Times on the lack of electricity in their school. Shortly after its 
publication, the local office of the water and power development authority 
restored electricity to the school.

Reporters Without Borders (RWB) defends journalists and media 
assistants imprisoned or persecuted for doing their job, and exposes their 
mistreatment or torture. They fight censorship and laws that undermine 
press freedom around the world and give financial aid each year to 100 
or so journalists or media outlets in difficulty, and to the families of 
imprisoned journalists and bloggers. They also work to improve the safety 
of journalists, especially those reporting from conflict zones. The Sigrid 
Rausing Trust’s grant funds an action plan to defend press freedom in 
North Africa, the Middle East and Iran. RWB has been active across the 
region, promoting legal protections for the free press and free speech. Their 
work in Tunisia contributed to the government’s withdrawal of blasphemy 
provisions from the country’s new constitution.

This programme is concerned  
with freedom of expression, 
and the freedoms of thought, 
conscience, and religion. Our 
grantees provide support 
for investigative journalism in 
the public interest, run public 
service channels or websites, 
and investigate censorship 
issues. Some grantees look at 
the question of free expression, 
copyright and privacy in the digital 
environment, whilst others are 
focused on the legal aspects of 
freedom of expression.

Above: Media and foreign press 
at work at a special media centre 
in Benghazi, Libya. On 17 February 
2011 Libya saw the beginnings of a 
revolution against the 41 year regime 
of Col Muammar Gaddafi. ©Teun 
Voeten/Panos Pictures
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TRANSITIoNAL

JUSTIce

The Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation (ABF) was founded in 
2001 to promote human rights and democracy in Iran. ABF maintains  
a web-based memorial site, Omid, which contains more than 11,000 cases 
of executions since the Islamic Revolution. The patterns of violence and 
human rights abuses Omid has revealed have been used by the UN and 
human rights activists to press for accountability. The recently published 
third report by Ahmed Shaheed, the United Nations Special Rapporteur 
on the human rights situation in Iran, endorsed ABF’s findings. This year, 
ABF has been promoting Omid as a model for other groups working 
on similar issues, including Trust grantee the center for Justice and 
International Law (CEJIL) for their work in Mexico, and groups in 
Algeria, Peru, Egypt and Pakistan.

Benetech uses technology and statistics to document human rights 
violations. Benetech’s analysis has been used as evidence before 
international bodies as well as in advocacy efforts. The Trust is supporting 
Benetech’s Human Rights Programme with core funding. Benetech’s 
statistical analysis of the police archives in Guatemala has contributed to 
prosecutions for crimes of the 1980s military dictatorship.  The court also 
ruled that government prosecutors should begin investigating higher-
ranking officers for their possible role in the disappearance, and new 
indictments were issued in 2012.

equipo Argentino de Antropologia Forense (EAAF) was founded 
in 1984 to bring forensic science to bear on the investigation of the 9,000 
plus people who were disappeared in Argentina during the 1976-83 
military dictatorship. Today, much of the work in Argentina has been 
completed, and EAAF has expanded internationally to 40 countries in the 
Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe. EAAF worked on the recovery and 
identification of remains of over 60 murdered women in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico. In 2010, based in part on the evidence that EAAF provided, the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights found Mexico responsible for 
discrimination and a failure to protect the young women in three separate 
cases of homicide, and required Mexico to reopen investigations and pay 
reparations to the victims’ families. 

In the aftermath of violent human 
rights abuses, states struggle 
to promote reconciliation while 
addressing the legacy of past 
violations. In this programme we 
support organisations seeking 
accountability and redress for 
violations of human rights and 
humanitarian law, as well as truth 
and reconciliation initiatives. We 
also support the documentation 
of witness testimonies and their 
dissemination through exhibitions, 
museums and memorials. 

Left: Joel Ignacio Tejada of SRT 
grantee Equipo Peruano de 
Antropologia Forense (EPAF) 
examines bones found in a mass 
grave in Hargeisa, Somalia. EPAF 
was established by Peruvian 
anthropologists who sought to 
apply their skills to the problem of 
the disappeared in Peru, where 
an estimated 15,000 victims 
disappeared during the internal 
conflict from 1980 to 2000. Today, 
EPAF works within Peru and 
internationally. ©EPAF
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Sub-Saharan Africa
10.6% 

Americas
8.2%

Middle East 
& North Africa
7.6%

Asia-Pacific
2.5%

Former Soviet Union
5.5%

Europe 
19.2%

The Trust currently supports 
more than 230 grantees working 
in the human rights field around 
the world. You can see where they 
operate on this map. 

The remaining 43.5% is made up of 
grantees who work internationally
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WoMeN’S RIGHTS

The ANNA Center, based in Moscow, was established in 1993.
In addition to operating a crisis centre, ANNA documents violence 
against women nationally, builds the capacity of the domestic violence 
sector across Russia through a national network and is running  
a national campaign on the prevention of domestic violence. Last year, 
ANNA conducted workshops on domestic violence for representatives 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, and engaged with the official who 
is responsible for drafting the official Church policy on domestic 
violence. As a result, the Church for the first time issued an official 
statement condemning domestic violence, and is now opening shelters 
for battered women.

Medica Mondiale is a German NGO which runs and funds projects in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and other countries, supporting women and girls who have been sexually 
violated during war and civil conflict. In Afghanistan, Medica’s work has 
led to the establishment of an independent Afghan women’s organisation 
under local leadership which is now providing psychosocial care, legal 
aid and training for women survivors of sexual violence. As a result, three 
hospitals in Kabul and Herat now provide a space where psychosocial 
counsellors and doctors can talk confidentially to patients who have 
suffered violence. The consultation rooms in the hospitals provide a secure 
place for women to seek counselling even if their families don’t approve. 

Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice (WIGJ) works with women 
in the conflicts in Darfur, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Northern Uganda and the Central African Republic. In 2012 WIGJ was 
the only international women’s rights organisation to be granted leave to 
participate in the reparations proceedings at the International Criminal 
Court in the case of Thomas Lubanga. In March 2012 Lubanga was 
convicted by the ICC of the war crime of conscripting children under 
the age of 15 to participate in hostilities in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Sexual violence was integral to his crimes. The court subsequently 
ruled that any reparations award must account for the impact of such 
sexual and gender-based violence on victims.

In this programme we fund 
grantees working on the issue  
of gender-based violence, 
including domestic abuse, 
female genital mutilation and 
sexual violence in conflict. 
Other grantees work on 
sexual and reproductive rights 
where those are non-existent 
or at risk, support women’s 
access to justice, and provide 
leadership training. We also fund 
organisations providing small 
grants to women’s grassroots 
organisations.

Above: After voting, Afghan women 
in burquas sit down and relax at 
a polling station at a high school 
in Kabul. Amid accusations of 
serious flaws in the democratic 
process, Afghanistan held its first 
ever presidential election on 9th 
October 2004. Women’s rights and 
freedoms are core issues in the 
future development of Afghanistan. 
©Lana Slezic/Panos Pictures
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LGBTI RIGHTS

Aswat – palestinian Gay Women was formed in 2003 to support 
Arab lesbian and transsexual women’s rights in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories. Aswat provides a safe environment for sexual minorities 
and strengthens their voice in Arab and Palestinian society. Aswat has 
established a good partnership with the Arab section of the Israeli 
Ministry of Education and has now received permission to visit 
Palestinian schools and universities in order to discuss sexual orientation 
and gender identity.

coming out is a non-profit St Petersburg-based organisation and 
the largest grassroots LGBT rights organisation in Russia. It works for 
the universal recognition of the human dignity and equal rights of LGBT 
people, through lobbying, advocacy and cultural events, and by providing 
psychological and legal services to LGBT people. Coming Out’s annual 
International Queer Festival in St Petersburg attracts more than 2,000 
people every year. This year Coming Out campaigned against the new 
‘propaganda of homosexuality’ law in St Petersburg, which outlaws 
‘public action aimed at propagandising sodomy, lesbianism, bisexualism, 
and transgenderism among minors.’ In May, they achieved a legal victory 
when the St Petersburg District Court overturned the city government’s 
refusal to allow an LGBT event to take place on these grounds.

The Human dignity Trust, founded in 2011, helps groups and individuals 
challenge the legality of laws which criminalise private consensual sexual 
activity between adults of the same sex. Working with local groups and 
lawyers, the Trust uses litigation in national and regional courts to ensure 
that criminal laws conform to international human rights obligations 
and constitutional norms. In 2012, the Trust lodged a petition before the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to seek a declaration 
that Jamaica’s laws against private consensual sexual conduct by adult 
males breach international law, and that Jamaica has failed in its duty to 
protect the rights and wellbeing of its homosexual citizens, in violation 
of its legal obligations.

In this programme we support 
organisations working to enhance 
the legal standing and social 
acceptance of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex 
people. We have a particular 
interest in the relationship 
between discriminatory laws, 
homophobia and violence.

Above: A demonstration in May 2012 
by Russian organisation Coming 
Out, calling for greater recognition 
of LGBTI rights. Russia is becoming 
increasingly repressive in its attitude 
towards LGBTI people, with several 
cities passing laws banning the 
‘promotion’ or ‘propaganda’ of 
homosexuality. ©LGBT Organisation 
Coming Out
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XeNopHoBIA  

ANd INToLeRANce

Founded by a doctor and a former detainee in 2005, Medical Justice 
is a network of solicitors, barristers, detention centre visitors and 
ex-detainees who expose and combat human rights abuses in UK 
immigration detention centres. They also run training programmes for 
medical professionals and other volunteers who wish to visit detainees. 
In 2012 Medical Justice staff and volunteers assisted more than 1,000 
detainees. In January 2012, the UK Parliament Home Affairs Select 
Committee endorsed Medical Justice’s findings that the private 
contractor G4S was using unlawful and abusive methods when 
deporting failed asylum seekers. 

The University of cape Town Law clinic was set up in 1973 by 
a group of student volunteers to provide legal assistance to poor non-white 
South Africans. It has now developed into a fully accredited non-profit 
legal practice. The Law Clinic divides its operations into a litigation 
practice, which offers students their first opportunity of dealing with 
clients, and a Refugee Rights Project. The Strategic Litigation Programme 
undertakes precedent-seeking litigation to help refugees and asylum seekers 
access their rights, and address discrimination and other institutional rights 
violations.  

The Refugee consortium of Kenya (RCK) was founded in 1998 to 
respond to the increasingly complex refugee situation in Kenya. RCK 
aims to improve access to legal and social justice for Kenya’s refugees and 
asylum seekers. They also try to influence the Kenyan government’s policy 
on refugees and ensure that the government and international agencies 
fulfil their obligations towards refugees under UNHCR’s Protection 
Mandate. In the year to September 2012, RCK offered legal and psycho-
social assistance to nearly 3,000 asylum seekers and refugees. RCK also 
advocated against the refoulement of refugees from the Dadaab camp 
to Somalia and drew attention to abusive police operations in the camp.

In this programme we fund 
organisations working to 
reduce discrimination, racism, 
xenophobia and intolerance. 
Some of our grantees are 
focusing on asylum issues 
and help for refugees. We 
are particularly committed to 
supporting refugees who have 
faced extreme trauma.

Above: A family of Somalis sit among 
their possessions outside the 
Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya. 
Dadaab camp is the largest refugee 
complex in the world, originally 
set up at the start of Somalia’s 
civil war in 1991 to accommodate 
90,000 refugees, it is now home to 
over 400,000 people with another 
1,200 arriving each day. Most of its 
occupants are fleeing East Africa’s 
worst drought for 60 years that 
has hit Somalia particularly severely. 
©Hossein Fatemi/Panos Pictures
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TRANSpAReNcY  

ANd AccoUNTABILITY

Repórter Brasil investigates and reports on human rights abuses 
in the agricultural supply chain. In Brazil an estimated 25,000 rural 
labourers work in such appalling conditions that their employment 
is ‘analogous to slavery’ (as defined by the Brazilian penal code). 
Repórter Brasil plays an instrumental role in the National Pact for 
the Eradication of Slave Labour, which has grown from 250 to 350 
companies in the last year. These companies have pledged to audit their 
supply chains and cease trading with businesses known to profit from 
slave labour. 

SecTIoN27 is a public interest law centre based in Johannesburg. 
This year it won an urgent legal action to compel the Department  
of Basic Education to deliver school textbooks in Limpopo province. 
The judgement and subsequent legal actions compelled the 
Department to implement a catch up plan which led to the delivery 
of textbooks to more than a million learners. The Limpopo textbook 
scandal was followed in November 2012 by a victory for SR Trust 
grantee equal education, which secured a legal commitment from 
the Department of Basic Education to establish a set of minimum 
standards for school infrastructure by May 2013. 

corruption Watch fights corruption in the public and private sectors 
of South Africa. Since its formation in 2011, Corruption Watch has 
received 1,200 reports of corruption from members of the public, 
and investigations have uncovered evidence of serious corruption,  
the details of which have been passed on to law enforcement agencies 
and the Public Prosecutor. These include an alleged tender fraud at 
the Department of Transport, surrounding irregularities in a tender 
awarded by the Department to manage an international investor 
conference worth almost £1m. 

In this programme the Trust 
supports the movement to hold 
government and the private 
sector to account. Some of our 
grantees are working to build 
human rights safeguards into 
the public and private financing 
of large development and 
infrastructure projects as well 
as working to reduce the impact 
of corruption on human rights. 
Others are developing new 
international mechanisms  
for corporate accountability.

Right: Activists symbolically 
‘confiscate’ a Paris mansion 
belonging to the late Gabonese 
leader Omar Bongo and his son. 
Together with the leaders of 
Congo-Brazzaville and Equatorial 
Guinea, the Bongo family have been 
accused of owning €160 million of 
assets in France accrued through 
money-laundering, embezzlement 
and misuse of public funds. SRT 
grantee Association Sherpa has 
been working for several years  
on the investigation into these  
‘ill-gotten gains’.
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ReGIoNAL FUNdS

The Angelica Foundation supports small groups working for democratic 
change, environmental sustainability, and social justice in Mexico. 
They have incubated networks of grassroots and indigenous human 
rights organisations in the states of Oaxaca and Guerrero, contributed 
to electoral transparency, supported women’s and minorities’ 
movements, and provided crucial support to indigenous, campesino, 
and urban activists. Several of the Foundation’s grantees came 
together in the Peace Caravan which toured the United States this 
summer to raise awareness of the negative impact of the US ‘war on 
drugs’ on ordinary Mexicans. The Caravan was led by the poet Javier 
Sicilia, whose son was randomly killed in the drugs-related violence 
which is blighting Mexico today. 

The Strategic Fund for Turkey was set up in 2005 by our Trustee 
Andrew Puddephatt to support locally-led Turkish groups working 
in the fields of civil and political rights, women’s rights, minority 
rights and social justice. The Fund recognises Turkey’s geopolitical 
importance and since 2008 it has been based in Istanbul. The Fund 
currently supports 32 grantees, including the Association for Civil 
Society in The Penal Execution System, which has organised expert 
visits to all Turkish high-security prisons, consultations with former 
high-security prisoners and dialogue between prison authorities and 
NGOs, in order to improve conditions in all high-security prisons.

The MeNA Strategic Fund is a Trust initiative set up in 2011 to support 
grass roots human rights organisations in their response to the 
Arab Spring. The Fund has focused on supporting civil society and 
the democratic transition in Egypt and Tunisia, and documenting 
human rights violations in Libya, Bahrain, Yemen and Syria. Some 
grantees support victims of arbitrary arrest, detention and torture 
by state security forces, and seek justice and redress for those killed. 
Others advocate for the rights of women, religious minorities, sexual 
minorities and refugees.

The Trust supports three regional 
funds, for Mexico, Turkey and 
the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA). In Mexico and Turkey we 
work through intermediaries who 
know the situation on the ground 
and can identify small groups 
to support. We run our MENA 
programme ourselves, working with 
a number of grantees to develop 
the human rights infrastructure  
in this transitional region.

Above: A demonstration in Tahrir 
Square, Cairo, in January 2011. The 
‘Arab Spring’ of 2011 saw popular 
uprisings against repressive 
regimes in several countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa. 
©Teun Voeten/Panos Pictures



30

SIGRI D RAUSING TRUST

31

SIGRI D RAUSING TRUST

MISceLLANeoUS FUNd

Based in Newham in east London, Anchor House is a residential 
and life skills centre for single homeless people. It supports around 220 
homeless and vulnerable people a year to turn their lives around by 
addressing the root causes of their issues through training, education 
and personal rehabilitation. In April 2012 residents of Anchor House 
sang at a gala concert at Sadler’s Wells, accompanied by the National 
Symphony Orchestra, to raise funds for the centre’s Home and Hope 
Appeal. The appeal aims to raise funds to modernise Anchor House’s 
premises including refurbished accommodation and training facilities, 
and build 25 new ‘move-on’ studio flats to help residents as they move 
back towards independent living.

Established in 1996, Kids company is a UK registered charity providing 
practical, emotional and educational support to vulnerable inner-city 
children and young people in London. It currently supports over 
36,000 children through 38 schools-based programmes and two street-
level centres. A 2012 independent evaluation of young people who 
self-referred to Kids Company found that they had made significant 
progress since their referrals, with reading ages having, on average, gone 
up by two years. Of a cohort of 220 young people from Kids Company’s 
Urban Academy, 76 are now at university, studying medicine, nursing, 
business, art, accounting, and other subjects. 

Sistema Scotland’s vision is to transform children’s lives and empower 
marginalised communities by involving children in making music within 
the structure of a symphony orchestra. Sistema is the first organisation 
in the UK to use this method, but its success has been proved over more 
than three decades by El Sistema in Venezuela, where it has operated 
for the last 33 years. In August 2012, Sistema held a gala concert in 
conjunction with the Simon Bolivar Symphony Orchestra, who travelled 
to Stirling from Venezuela with their conductor Gustavo Dudamel, 
himself a product of the original El Sistema programme. The concert, 
featuring the Simon Bolivar Orchestra and the children of Sistema 
Scotland, was televised on BBC4. Sistema have also recently announced 
the opening of their second centre in Govanhill, Glasgow, which will 
begin operating in April 2013.

Trustees have established the 
Miscellaneous Fund in order to 
support projects and organisations 
which fall outside the remit of the 
thematic programmes described 
above. Some of the organisations 
currently funded through the 
Miscellaneous Fund have created 
innovative projects for children; 
others are theatre companies or 
film projects. One helps homeless 
people. The Fund is not intended 
to have a focus other than that  
of charitable public benefit.

Right: A participant in Sistema 
Scotland’s ‘Big Concert’ in Stirling 
in June 2012, during which the 
children of the Sistema programme 
performed with Gustavo Dudamel 
and the Simon Bolivar Symphony 
Orchestra. Dudamel, now a 
distinguished conductor, was himself 
a product of the original El Sistema 
programme in Venezuela. 
© Mark Marnie
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Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Foundation (ABF)  
Washington DC, USA 

Access Info Europe
Madrid, Spain  

Access Now
New York, USA 

Accountability Counsel 
San Francisco, USA 

Adalah
Haifa, Israel 

African Centre for  
Treatment and Rehabilitation  
of Torture Victims
Kampala, Uganda 

 African Men for Sexual  
Health and Rights
Johannesburg, South Africa

African Refugee  
Development Center
Tel Aviv, Israel 

AIDS Free World
New York, USA 

Anchor House  
London, UK 

 Angelica Foundation 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA

ANNA Center
Moscow, Russia 

Anti Slavery International
London, UK  

 Arab Human Rights Fund 
Beirut, Lebanon 

 Association for  
Civil Rights in Israel 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Association pour la  
Prevention de la Torture
Geneva, Switzerland 

Association SHERPA
Paris, France 

ASTRA
Warsaw, Poland 

ASTRA Anti  
Trafficking Action
Belgrade, Serbia 

ASWAT
Haifa, Israel 

Asylum Access
San Francisco, USA 

Asylum Support  
Appeals Project
London, UK  

Azur Development  
Brazzaville, Congo 
 
 
Ban Asbestos India  
New Delhi, India 

Bank Information Center 
Washington DC, USA 

BankTrack  
Nijmegen, Netherlands 

Basel Action Network  
Seattle, USA 

Belarus Free Theatre  
London, UK 

Belarusian Human Rights  
House in Exile  
Vilnius, Lithuania 

Benetech
Palo Alto,  
California, USA

The Bike Project 
London, UK 

Breaking the Silence
Jerusalem, Israel 

Breakthrough
New York, USA 

B’Tselem
Jerusalem, Israel 

Bush Theatre
London, UK  

Business & Human Rights  
Resource Centre  
London, UK  

Bytes for All  
Islamabad, Pakistan

 
Campaign Against Arms  
Trade (CAAT)
London, UK
 
Center for Economic  
and Social Rights
Brooklyn, New York, USA

Center for International 
Environmental Law 
Washington DC, USA 

The Center for Justice  
and Accountability
San Francisco, USA 

Center for Justice  
and International Law (CEJIL) 
Washington DC, USA 

Center for Legal  
and Social Studies (CELS)  
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Central and Eastern  
European Bankwatch  
Prague, Czech Republic 

Centre for Child Law 
Pretoria, South Africa 

Centre for Equality Rights  
in Accommodation 
Toronto, Canada 

Centre for Law and Democracy
Halifax, Canada 

Centre for Research on 
Multinational Corporations 
(SOMO)  
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Centro de Derechos Humanos 
Santiago, Chile 

Child Rights International Network 
London, UK 

China Dialogue  
London, UK  

Client Earth  
London, UK  

Coalition for Sexual and  
Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies
Beirut, Lebanon 

Coalition for the International 
Criminal Court 
New York, USA 

Coexistence Trust 
London, UK 

Collective for Research and  
Training on Development Action  
Beirut, Lebanon 

Coming Out
St Petersburg, Russia 

Comision Mexicana de Defensa  
y Promocion de los Derechos 
Humanos (CMDPDH)
Mexico City, Mexico 

Commission for Looted  
Art in Europe  
London, UK  

Committee Against Torture (CAT)
Nizhnii Novgorod, Russia 

Conectas Direitos  
Humanos 
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Coordinated Action  
Against Domestic Abuse (CAADA)
Bristol, UK

Corner House  
Dorset, UK 

Corporate Europe Observatory
Brussels, Belgium 

Corruption Watch 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Council for Assisting  
Refugee Academics (CARA)
London, UK 

Crisis Action  
London, UK 

Crude Accountability 
Alexandria, Virginia, USA 

Culture Project 
New York, USA

DeJusticia  
Bogota, Colombia 

Disability Rights Fund 
Boston, USA
 
 
Earthrights International 
Washington DC, USA 

ELAS Fundo de  
Investimento Social 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Engage Media  
Melbourne, Australia 

English PEN  
London, UK 

Environmental Defender Law Center 
Bozeman, Montana, USA

Environmental Law Service
Moravia, Czech Republic

Equal Education
Elonwabeni, South Africa

Equipo Argentino de  
Anthropologia Forense (EAAF) 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Euro Mediterranean Foundation  
of Support to Human Rights 
Defenders (EMHRF)
Copenhagen, Denmark 

European Center for  
Constitutional and Human  
Rights (ECCHR)
Berlin, Germany 

European Coalition for  
Corporate Justice (ECCJ) 
Brussels, Belgium 

European Council  
on Refugees and Exiles  
Brussels, Belgium 

European Environmental  
Bureau (Aarhus) 
Brussels, Belgium 

European Environmental  
Bureau (Zero Mercury) 
Brussels, Belgium 

European Human Rights  
Advocacy Centre (EHRAC)
London, UK 

European Roma Rights Centre 
(ERRC)  
Budapest, Hungary 
 
Fahamu
Oxford, UK 

FairPensions  
London, UK 

Federation of Women  
Lawyers in Kenya 
Nairobi, Kenya

FERN 
Moreton in Marsh, UK 

First Story  
London, UK 

Fondo Centroamericano  
de Mujeres (FCAM) 
Managua, Nicaragua 

Fondo De Accion Urgente  
De America Latina Y El Caribe 
Hispano Hablante
Bogota, Colombia 

Forest Peoples Project 
Moreton in Marsh, UK 

Foundation for Women’s  
Health Research and  
Development (FORWARD) 
London, UK 

freeDimensional  
New York, USA

Freemuse  
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Front Line  
Dublin, Ireland

Fund for Global Human Rights 
Washington DC, USA
 

Gender Doc Moldova
Chisinau, Moldova

George Orwell  
Memorial Trust
London, UK  

Global Dialogue  
London, UK
 
Global Doctors for Choice
New York, USA

A

The following alphabetical list 
shows the organisations which 
have received funding from  
the Sigrid Rausing Trust in 2012. 
For security reasons, some 
grantees are not listed here.
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Global Witness  
London, UK 

Green Salvation
Almaty, Kazakhstan
 
Grupo de Información en 
Reproducción Elegida (GIRE)
Mexico City, Mexico 

 
Halifax Initiative Coalition
Ottawa, Canada

HaMoked  
Jerusalem, Israel 

The Hearth PsychoSocial  
Center (VATRA)  
Vlora, Albania

The Helen Bamber Foundation
London, UK

Helsinki Foundation 
For Human Rights 
Warsaw, Poland 

Hotline for Migrant Workers
Tel Aviv, Israel 

The Human Dignity Trust 
London, UK 

Human Rights Indonesia 
Alton, Hampshire, UK 

Humanitarian Law Center
Belgrade, Serbia
  
INDEX on Censorship 
London, UK 

Institute for International  
Criminal Investigations (IICI) 
The Hague, Netherlands

Institute for War  
and Peace Reporting
London, UK 

Interamerican Association  
for Environmental Defense
Mexico City 

Interights  
London, UK 

International Accountability Project
San Francisco, USA
 
International Campaign  
for Human Rights in Iran 
New York, USA 

International Cities of Refuge for 
Persecuted Writers Network (ICORN)
Stavanger, Norway

International Coalition  
of Sites of Conscience  
New York, USA 

International Disability Alliance 
Brussels, Belgium

International Freedom  
of Expression Exchange (IFEX) 
Toronto, Canada 

International Gay & Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission (IGLHRC)
New York, USA 

ILGA Europe  
Brussels, Belgium 

International PEN  
London, UK

 
Japan Center for a Sustainable 
Environment and Society 
(JACSES)
Tokyo, Japan

Journalists for Human Rights
Toronto, Canada

Justica Global  
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 
KARAT Coalition 
Warsaw, Poland

Kids Company  
London, UK
 
 
La Strada International
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Latin American Mining  
Monitoring Programme 
Bromley, UK 

Lawyers For Human Rights
Johannesburg, South Africa

Lawyers for Justice in Libya
London, UK 

Legal Resources Centre
Johannesburg, South Africa

The Libyan Civil Society  
Organisation Ltd
London, UK 

Likhaan   
Quezon City, Philippines

London Mining Network 
London, UK
 
 
Mama Cash  
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Mani Tese  
Rome, Italy

Masimanyane Women’s  
Support Centre
East London, South Africa
 
Medical Justice 
London, UK 
 
Mediterranean  
Women’s Fund
Montpellier, France
 
Memoria Abierta  
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
Mental Disability Advocacy  
Center (MDAC)  
Budapest, Hungary
 
Mining Watch Canada  
Mines Alerte
Ottawa, Canada 

Minnesota Human  
Rights Library,  
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, USA 
 
Minority Rights Group 
London, UK 
 
 
NGO Platform on  
Shipbreaking
Brussels, Belgium 
 
 
Object  
London, UK

The Odysseus Trust
London, UK

Omega Research  
Foundation
Manchester, UK 

Open Rights Group
London, UK 

Order of the Teaspoon 
Stockholm, Sweden

Organization for Refuge,  
Asylum and Migration 
San Francisco, USA 
 
 
Pacific Environment 
San Francisco, USA 

Partners for Democratic  
Change
Belgrade, Serbia 

Peace Brigades International
London, UK 

Peruvian Forensic  
Anthropology Team (EPAF)
Lima, Peru 

Physicians for Human  
Rights Israel
Tel Aviv, Israel 

PILNet  
New York, USA

PLATFORM: London 
London, UK

Platform for International 
Cooperation on  
Undocumented Migrants  
(PICUM)
Brussels, Belgium
 
 
Raising Voices  
Kampala, Uganda 

Raoul Wallenberg 2012 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Redress  
London, UK 

Refugee Consortium  
of Kenya
Nairobi, Kenya

René Cassin  
London, UK 

Reporters Without Borders 
Paris, France

Reprieve  
London, UK 

Rights & Accountability  
in Development (RAID) 
Oxford, UK
 
Rights of Women
London, UK

Russian Justice Initiative 
Moscow, Russia  

Rwanda Aid
East Sussex, UK

 
Scholars at Risk Network
New York, USA 

SECTION27 
Braamfontein,  
South Africa

Seizure of Power  
Constantia, South Africa 

SIHA  
Kampala, Uganda

Sistema Scotland  
Stirling, Scotland  

Social TV  
Tel Aviv, Israel

Sou da Paz Institute 
São Paulo, Brazil 

Southall Black Sisters 
Southall, UK 

Survivors Fund 
London, UK
 
 
Tactical Technology 
Collective
Berlin, Germany  

TRIAL
Geneva, Switzerland
 
 
UK Lesbian & Gay  
Immigration Group 
London, UK  

Ukrainian Women’s Fund 
Kiev, Ukraine 

University of Cape Town  
Law Clinic  
Rondebosch, South Africa

University of Essex 
Colchester, UK

University of York  
York, UK 

Urgent Action  
Fund Africa
Nairobi, Kenya 

Videre Est Credere 
London, UK 
 
 
Witness to Guantanamo 
San Francisco, USA 

Womankind Worldwide 
London, UK 

Women’s Initiatives  
for Gender Justice
The Hague, Netherlands 

Women’s Learning Partnership  
for Rights Development  
and Peace (WLP)
Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Women’s Legal Centre
Cape Town, South Africa 

Women’s Link Worldwide
Madrid, Spain 

World Film Collective 
London, UK

World Organisation  
Against Torture (OMCT) 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
Yachad  
London, UK
 
 
Zimbabwe Human Rights  
NGO Forum 
London, UK
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Trustees
Sigrid Rausing  
Chair

Andrew Puddephatt 
Vice Chair

Geoffrey Budlender

Jonathan Cooper  
Appointed June 2012

Susan Hitch

Joshua Mailman 
Retired December 2012

Friends of the Trust
Timothy Garton Ash

Jeffrey Jowell

Helena Kennedy

Kerry Kennedy

Anthony Lester

Anthony Romero

Ken Roth

Clive Stafford Smith

www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org
info@srtrust.org
+44 (0)207 313 7720 

Staff
Jonathan Heawood  
Director of Programmes

Elizabeth Wedmore  
Administrative Director

Lucy Doig  
Office Manager

Sheetal Patel  
Grants Administrator  
and Finance Officer

Julie Broome  
Head of Human Rights

Kate Levine  
Programme Officer,  
Human Rights

Liz McArthur  
Programme Officer,  
Human Rights

Kelly Ann Quinn  
Programme Director,  
Women’s Rights

Radha Wickremasinghe  
Programme Officer,   
Women’s Rights

Beth Fernandez  
Programme Officer,  
LGBTI Rights and  
Xenophobia and  
Intolerance

Poonam Joshi  
Programme Officer,  
MENA

Tom Lee  
Programme Officer,  
Transparency and  
Accountability
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